[Infection risk and personal protective devices].
The Aa discuss the evidence and recommendations for the use of personal protective equipment by health care practitioners in general care settings; the use of aprons, gowns, gloves, eye protections, face masks is valutated on the basis of an assessment of the risk of transmission of microrganisms to the patient or from the patient to health care practitioners. The primary uses of personal protective equipment are to protect staff and reduce opportunities for transmission of microrganisms in hospitals. A trend to eliminate the unnecessary wearing of aprons, gowns and masks in general care settings has evolved over the past twenty years due to the absence of evidence that they are effective.